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PRESS RELEASE Ambassador lvan Romero-Martinez of

Honduras elected as Chair of the
International Coffee Council for coffee
year 2021/22

London, 30 September 2021 - The 130™ Session of the International Coffee Council confirmed
by acclamation Ambassador lvan Romero-Martinez of Honduras as the Chair of the International
Coffee Council for coffee year 2021/22, which begins on 1 October 2021. Ambassador Romero-
Martinez is the current Ambassador of Honduras to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and represents his country in the International Coffee Organization. In his
acceptance of the challenging position, he reiterated his commitment to work for the benefit of
exporting and importing Members, as well producers and consumers. The Executive Director
congratulated Ambassador Romero-Martinez on his election and stressed how his outstanding
diplomatic experience and knowledge would be a great asset in guiding the Council towards the
modernization of the International Coffee Agreement and mobilizing countries and resources to
the benefit of the whole coffee sector.

Ambassador Romero-Martinez is a career diplomat since 1971, having served as Ambassador of
Honduras to several countries, including Belgium, Colombia, Denmark, Dominican Republic,
Egypt, Finland, Haiti, Ireland, Jamaica, Luxembourg, Morocco, The Netherlands, Norway, Spain,
Sweden, and the United Kingdom. He also represented his country at the rank of Ambassador to
the European Commission in Belgium, and to the United Nations in New York and Geneva.

Other assignments in his country’s diplomatic service include the post of Special Adviser to the
President of Honduras with the rank of Secretary of State and Deputy Permanent Representative
to the Organization of American States (OAS). Ambassador Romero-Martinez also held several
positions at the embassies of Honduras in Canada and the United States.

Ambassador Romero-Martinez holds a degree in Law and Social Sciences from the National
University of Honduras and a Ph.D. in International Relations from the Catholic University of

Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic.



NOTES TO EDITORS

International Coffee Organization (ICO)

The International Coffee Organization (ICO) is a multilateral organization supporting exporting
and importing countries to improve the sustainability of the coffee sector. It provides a high-level
forum for all public and private stakeholders in the sector; official statistics on coffee production,
trade and consumption; and support for the development and funding of technical cooperation
projects and public-private partnerships.

International Coffee Council (ICC)

The International Coffee Council is the governing body of the ICO, bringing together
Governments from countries which export and import coffee. The Council meets twice a year to
discuss wide ranging issues with the aim of promoting a sustainable coffee sector. The
130t Session of the International Coffee Council was held from 9-10 September virtually.

More information
press@ico.org and/or follow our social media: Facebook, Instagram, Linkedin, and Twitter.
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