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1. The Executive Director presents his compliments and, as noted by the Executive 
Board in September 2009, wishes to invite Members to consider, in consultation with coffee 
research institutions in their countries, ways of coordinating and cooperating with the 
International Coffee Genome Network (ICGN) on the development of a project or 
programme of work for the coffee genome with long-term benefits for the coffee industry.    
 
2. As noted by the Council, the conservation of coffee genetic resources is vital for the 
sustainable development and future of the global coffee industry.  The representative of the 
ICGN made a presentation on sequencing the coffee genome to the PSCB and Executive 
Board in coffee year 2008/09 (see document PSCB-113/09, a copy of which is attached to 
this document).   Practical applications of this initiative include improving quality and 
resistance to pests and diseases.  
 
3. In this context, Members may recall that in September 2009, the Council approved a 
proposal submitted by the InterAfrican Coffee Organisation entitled ‘Coffee genetic 
resources conservation and sustainable use:  global perspective’ for submission to either the 
Common Fund for Commodities or the Global Environment Facility (see document  
WP-Board 1058/09).  Another proposal ‘Sequencing the genome for enhanced 
characterization, utilization, and conservation of Coffea germplasm diversity’ (document 
WP-Board 1054/08 Rev. 1) is also under development by Cenicafé. 
 
4. Members are invited to send the Executive Director their suggestions on this matter 
(to: info@ico.org), together with contact details for institutions which would be interested in 
cooperating on and securing finance for an international initiative to preserve coffee genetic 
resources.  The matter will be discussed by the Executive Board at its meeting on 1 March 
2010.  
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