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Background 
 
1. This document contains a number of suggested amendments to the Statistical Reports 
which are normally reviewed in the context of a new International Coffee Agreement.  These 
proposals have been put forward by the Executive Director and are suggestions only at this 
stage, for consideration by Members. 
 
2. This document is an extensive revision of the existing Rules on Statistics 
(EB-3830/02), incorporating: changes in wording, layout and order of items; elimination of 
duplications; and inclusion of new proposals.  All amendments that imply changes in the 
commitments on the part of Members are indicated in Bold. 
 
3. Annex V shows the amendments to the current Rules, comparing the proposed 
changes to the current requirements in a summary format for ease of reference. 
 
Action 
 

The Statistics Committee is invited to consider these suggestions and if appropriate to 
recommend approval by the Council. 
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RULES ON STATISTICS 
 

STATISTICAL REPORTS 

 
Definitions 
 
Types of coffee means the two most economically important species of coffee:  Arabica 
coffee (Coffea Arabica) and Robusta coffee (Coffea canephora). Two other species grown on 
a much smaller scale are Liberica coffee (Coffea liberica) and Excelsa coffee (Coffea 
dewevrei).  For statistical purposes, the two types considered will be Arabica and Robusta, as 
the demand for the others is not commercially significant. 
 
Forms of coffee mean the following: 
 
(a) green coffee means all coffee in the naked bean form before roasting; 
(b) dried coffee cherry means the dried fruit of the coffee tree; to find the equivalent of 

dried coffee cherry to green coffee, multiply the net weight of the dried coffee cherry 
by 0.50; 

(c) parchment coffee means the green coffee bean contained in the parchment skin; to 
find the equivalent of parchment coffee to green coffee, multiply the net weight of the 
parchment coffee by 0.80;   

(d) roasted coffee means green coffee roasted to any degree and includes ground coffee; 
to find the equivalent of roasted coffee to green coffee, multiply the net weight of the 
roasted coffee by 1.19; 

(e) liquid coffee means the water-soluble solids derived from roasted coffee and put into 
liquid form; to find the equivalent of liquid coffee to green coffee, multiply the net 
weight of the liquid coffee by 2.6; 

(f) soluble coffee means the dried water-soluble solids derived from roasted coffee; to 
find the equivalent of soluble coffee to green coffee, multiply the net weight of the 
soluble coffee by 2.6;  

(g) decaffeinated coffee means green, roasted or soluble coffee from which caffeine has 
been extracted; To find the equivalent of decaffeinated coffee to green coffee, 
multiply the net weight of the decaffeinated coffee in green, roasted or soluble form 
by 1.00, 1.19 or 2.6 respectively. 
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1. Exporting Members shall provide the following information: 
 

(a) On a monthly basis: 
 (i)  Information on volume and value(s) of exports by form of coffee (and 

by type, where applicable) by country of destination. 
  (ii)  Prices paid to growers (for each type of coffee produced, where 

applicable). 
 (iii) Information on the volume and value of imports of coffee, if any, 

by form (and by type, where applicable) by country of origin.  
Alternatively, this information can be provided according to the 
relevant Harmonized System (HS) codes by product. 

 (iv) Retail and wholesale market prices (if available) for roasted and 
soluble coffee. 

 
 (b) On a quarterly basis, classified by type of coffee in countries where more 

than one type of coffee is produced: 
  (i) Estimate of total production. 
  (ii) Estimate of domestic consumption. 
  (iii) Percentage distribution of production by quarter. 
 

(c) On an annual basis, classified by type of coffee in countries where more 
than one type of coffee is produced: 
(i) Information on the estimated level of stocks at the end of the crop year. 

 (ii) Information on the area under coffee:  number of trees with 
respective area in production and number of new trees (not yet in 
production) and respective area. 

 
(d) Taxes, duties, laws and regulations affecting the trade (exports and imports) 

and consumption of coffee when changes or revisions take place in the 
country. 

 
2. Importing Members shall provide the following information: 

 
(a) On a monthly basis: 
 (i)  Volume and value(s) of imports by form of coffee and by country of 

origin.  Alternatively, this information can be provided according 
to the relevant HS codes by product. 

 (ii) Volume and value(s) of re-exports by form of coffee and by country of 
destination.  Alternatively, this information can be provided 
according to the relevant HS codes by product. 
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(iii) Retail and wholesale market prices (if available) for roasted and 
soluble coffee. 

 
(b) On a quarterly/annual basis, where information is available: 

(i) Volume of roastings. 
(ii) Total inventories at the end of each quarter/calendar year – as at 

31 December. 
 

(c) Taxes, duties, laws and regulations affecting the trade (imports and re-exports) 
and consumption of coffee when changes or revisions take place in the 
country. 

 
3. In order that a trade statistical document may be issued each month showing the 
volume of exports, imports and re-exports: 
 

(a) Exporting Members are requested to send to the Organization by email or fax, 
not later than 30 days after the close of each month, information on total 
exports in the previous month.  If final figures are not available, provisional 
figures or estimates may be provided.  Those exporting Members producing 
and exporting both types of coffee are requested to provide, to the extent 
possible, an estimated breakdown of their exports by type. 

 
(b) Exporting Members are requested to send to the Organization by email 

or fax, not later than 60 days after the close of each month, information 
on total imports of coffee in the previous month, if applicable. 

 
(c) Importing Members are requested to send complete reports to the Organization 

by email or fax not later than 60 days after the close of each month. 
 
4. All Members are requested to send their monthly statistical reports using spreadsheets 
(Microsoft Excel or compatible file format) whenever possible.  Annexes I-A, I-B, I-C and 
I-D (for exporting Members) and Annexes II-A, II-B and II-C (for importing Members) show 
the file format specifications for these reports.  Alternative arrangements can be made with 
Members who may be unable to comply with the format requested.   The Organization shall 
endeavour to provide any assistance on requests received from Members on this matter. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR MONTHLY REPORTS 

 
1. Monthly reports are to be completed by each exporting and importing Member as 
soon as possible after the end of each month and should be emailed to the Organization (to 
stats@ico.org).  Members who do not have email/Internet facilities are requested to send their 
reports by fax (+44 (0) 20 7612 0630). 
 
2. Annexes I-A, I-B, I-C and I-D for exporting Members and Annexes II-A and II-B for 
importing Members present the standard file formats for monthly reports on the coffee trade.  
Please note that for each row entry listed in the report compulsory information is to be 
entered in all columns. 
 
3. Volumes should be reported in net weight (kg or lb).  In the case of processed coffee, 
the net weight reported should not be converted into green bean equivalent.  If this is not 
possible it is most important to specify any other unit of weight used.  The f.o.b. or c.i.f. 
values should be stated in national currency and/or in US dollars.  All figures should be for 
actual exports or imports and not for authorizations or licences issued. 
 
4. If coffee is exported or imported in a form other than green, roasted, liquid or soluble, 
the necessary notation(s) should be made in an additional column in the file to be transmitted 
– see definitions in paragraph (1) of Article 2 of the 2007 Agreement. 
 
5. Relating to volume and value(s) of coffee exported/imported, list each country of 
destination/origin for each form of coffee (green, roasted, soluble or other coffee) by name 
and/or by ICO country code (ISO and/or EU country codes may also be used) – see 
Annex III for a complete list of countries and their respective codes. 
 
6. Exporting Members are requested to ensure that the monthly information on exports is 
based on the Certificates of Origin issued for the month covered by the report.  Furthermore, 
those exporting Members that produce both Arabica and Robusta coffees are reminded to 
ensure that the correct type of coffee is entered in the appropriate column.  The method of 
processing should be indicated in a separate column: for green coffee, use D for 
naturals/dry process or W for washed/wet process; for soluble coffee, use SD for spray-
dried and FD for freeze-dried processes. 
 
7. Exporting Members are invited to include any additional information relevant to 
the coffee exported to each destination, which should be entered in a separate column in 
the spreadsheet.  This information may relate to the quality of the coffee (in accordance 
with the parameters set out in Resolution 420) and/or specific certification 
schemes/programmes.   
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8. Different combinations of form, type, method of processing, quality, certification 
schemes, etc. should be entered in different rows for each destination as the value for 
each combination may be different according to each specific information. 
 
9. If there are corrections to be made either in the volumes or values informed in any 
report for previous months, these should be forwarded in a separate file or spreadsheet.  
Members are requested to send a short text message containing the relevant explanation to 
this effect – whether the revision in volume or value(s) to a particular destination replaces or 
is in addition to an existing one sent previously. 
 
10. Information on prices paid to growers is to be sent by exporting Members in national 
currency, such that the unit of weight and form in which the coffee is purchased is clearly 
indicated.  Those exporting Members producing both types of coffee should indicate prices 
for each type separately.   
 
11. Exporting and importing Members are to send information on domestic coffee prices 
that refers to representative retail prices and wholesale prices (when available) in national 
currency for roasted and/or soluble coffee, such that, in each case, the unit of weight used is 
specified. 
 



6 
 
 
 

  
International Coffee Organization  Statistical Reports 
Rules on Statistics WP-Statistics 121/08 

INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL INFORMATION 

 
1. Quarterly and annual data are to be sent as soon as possible after the end of each 
quarter or calendar/crop year, as relevant,  but not later than 60 days thereafter, and should be 
transmitted to the Organization by email (to stats@ico.org) or fax (+44 (0) 20 7612 0630). 
 
2. Exporting Members shall provide the following information: 
 
 (a) Estimates of production and domestic consumption are required for the current 

crop year and also for the following crop year, if available.  These estimates 
should be revised as necessary from quarter to quarter.  Exporting Members 
producing more than one type of coffee should also provide data on 
production and domestic consumption classified by type. 

 
 (b) Gross stocks at the end of each crop year refers to stocks of green and 

processed coffee held in exporting Member countries for export and domestic 
consumption, other than coffee already purchased for consumption by 
retailers, hotels, restaurants, etc. Those Members producing more than one 
type of coffee should also provide data on the stocks classified by type. 

 
 (c) Market prices, if available, refers to representative retail market prices in 

national currency of roasted and/or soluble coffee specifying the unit of 
weight used. 

 
 (d) Percentage distribution of production by quarter:  an estimate, in 

percentage terms, of the annual crop by quarter in order to allow crop 
data to be converted into calendar and/or coffee year more realistically.  
Members that produce more than one type of coffee should indicate the 
crop percentage distribution for each type separately.  If the coffee is 
processed into green using more than one method, Members shall provide 
percentage estimates of the annual crop for each type of coffee. 

 
 (e) If appropriate and available, Members should inform, in percentage 

terms, the distribution of the internal consumption by quarter and, where 
relevant, by type of coffee if more than one type is produced in the 
country. 
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 (f) Notification of any changes to taxes and duties on exports, imports and 

consumption of coffee which have been made during the quarter/year under 
report.  In addition, a separate message should be sent regarding any revision 
of relevant laws and regulations pertaining to production, consumption, 
exports and imports (where applicable) of coffee which has occurred in the 
quarter/year. 

 
 (g) Information on the area under coffee:  number of trees with respective 

area in production and number of new trees (not yet in production) and 
respective area. 

 
3. Importing Members shall provide the following information: 
 

(a) Volume of roastings, where available, related to the net weight of green coffee 
which has been roasted in the country during the period covered by the report.  
If precise figures are not available estimates should be provided; 

(b) Inventories of stocks of green coffee held by importers and roasters, on the last 
day of the each quarter or calendar year plus stocks of processed coffee on 
hand and not yet purchased for consumption by retailers, hotels, restaurants, 
etc., where available. 

(c) Notification of any changes to taxes and duties on imports, re-exports and 
consumption of coffee which have been made during the quarter/year under 
report.  In addition, a separate message should be sent regarding any revision 
of relevant laws and regulations pertaining to consumption, imports and 
re-exports of coffee which has occurred in the year. 

 




























