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1. Introduction

Over the past 20 years, the European and particularly the
German Consumer has become more and more conscious about food
and health risks. Several catastrophies - like Chernobyl - and
scandals - like BSE, the so-called “mad cow disease“ or glycole
wine sweetended with the help of an anti-freeze-liquid -
increased public pressure on governments and parliaments to
enforce legislation on ,consumer protection“. At the same time,
environmental issues became increasingly virulent and
important. The relation between ,clean environment" and
,healthy food“ is, if not obvious, in any case understandable.

The discussion on the environment means a twofold challenge to
everybody trading, as the trade is always in the center and in
the focus, and very often everybody’s sin-goat. But it becomes
especially challenging when you are trading foodstuffs:

Firstly, the importer of e.g. coffee 1is responsible for the
compliance of the products with the respective legislation. So,
if there is any limit of, to say something familiar, herbicides
on green coffee, the importer will be held for observing this
limit by the authorities and, of course, by his customer, the
roaster or the soluble manufacturer. As you know, the procedure
of sampling and testing coffee in a laboratory is costly and
time-consuming, and nobody wants to run the risk of his coffee
being rejected. So, it is in the interest of the importer to
convince his supplier in the country of origin only to deliver
wclean" coffee that is inside the range of legal limitations.
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the idea. But also in this case the bags must meet certain
specifications.

Within the European trade and industry, we have gathered all
the available knowledge and come to a list of requirements
with regard to jute and sisal bags that has today been
generally accepted also in neighbouring branches 1like cocoa
and dry fruits:

.They must generally be free of mineral batching oil - a
specification has been worked out by the International Office
of Cocoa, Chocolate and Sugar Confectionary (IOCCC) in
cooperation with the European Coffee Federation (ECF).

.The bags must not contain any residues of herbicides and/or
pesticides used in the process of growing the jute or sisal
plants.

.They must not contain any plastic fibres or yarns.
.They must be free of metal badges.

A1l colours used on the bags must be foodstuff-clean and bio-
degradable, that means they must not hamper the process of
incineration or composting.

These specifications have also been conveyed to the
International Jute Organisation in order to help them become
internationally accepted trade standards. The European Jgreen
coffee trade association CECA is also planning to refer to
these standards in the European Contracts for Coffee and to
disseminate a respective press release after their Annual
General Meeting in June.

Pesticides/Herbicides/Fertilizer: Maximum residue values have
to be met as there is rather strict legislation and constant
control by official bodies as well as consumer organisations.

The improvement in technology has made it possible to detect
ever smaller quantities of residues in foodstuffs like green
coffee. Even substances that were unknown some years ago can
now be detected. Every new trace then calls for a deeply
concerned statement of a consumer organisation, usually
accompanied by a scientific study from a well-reputated
professor. Consequently, new and/or lower residue limits are
demanded from the legislator, and very often imposed upon the
importer and the industry.
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countries if a product shall be labelled as “organic"“. The
reward of a long and partly very bureaucratic procedure then
is the permission to refer to the EEC regulation when
advertising and labelling your product.

Integrated farming then is the key-word. It means that no
pesticides, herbicides, artificial fertilizer are used.
Coffee trees are combined with for example banana trees,
giving shade &ad lots of leaves that can be composted.
Harmful insects are eaten by birds having their nests in
other trees on the plantation, and the whole farm is to a
high extent self-sustaining. You also have to keep your
products separate when handling, storing, and shipping.

This may sound romantic, and it cannot be the solution for
all questions raised in this context. But there are examples
of even quite large fincas having practised organic,
integrated farming for more than 60 years now. The outcome is
very often not only “clean“ coffee, but also one of high
quality, earning a double premium on today s market.

Rain Forest and clean water: Is coffee farming harmful to the
natural environment and the resources of producing countries?
Does coffee farming deteriorate drinking water and the world
climate? At least, there are activists in Europe arguing
against consumption of coffee using this scenario. They say
that by drinking one cup of coffee the consumer pollutes one
litre of drinking water in the country of origin where the
coffee was processed.

We know that in Costa Rica there 1is a project under way,
in co-operation with the European Union, to cover this issue
and to help find ways to reduce the use and pollution of
drinking water. We have also been contacted by a German
Environment Research Institute who claim to have a solution.
There is not much we can do, except bring these people
together and act as an information exchange center. But this
what we did and are always ready to do.

Also, certain groups in various European countries claim that
cutting down the rain forest in order to expand coffee
plantations would cause a global change of the climate. So,
the environmentally friendly consumer should not drink
coffee. As a lawyer, I cannot judge this. But I can see that
such arguments have certain effects on certain people, and
that these effects are growing with a growing concern
especially among the younger generation for global problems.




woxg STqelrear sbpsTmouy JO 30T B ST 313U IBYI MOUY OSTe oM
"SuoTI3Senb TejuswuoaTAUS 03 ASUCW PUR ~wTd ITSY2L e 3xed 2304A9p
uotjiexsdood DIWOUOD® T[eUOT3IRUISIUT pur prie JuswdoTsasp IO
PISTI SU3 UT SATIDE S9TIdUsSbe I0308s OTTOnd TRISASS 3IBYI MOUY SM

-obe saesAk
00Z IO QGT STEDTWSYD OU 3I8Mm BI1BYJ S 'TPUOTIITPRII TIB 3B 230U

st ‘Aem 8y3z Aq ‘UysTym - Burtwiel TeUOTITPRII, O3 SSATIRUIDITE
SUl1 aI® 3JeUM (JPpURTESZ MSON ‘BTTRIASNY ’'°"S'n 2yl utr ‘sdoanyg
uT s3juswaatnbax 3oexs SY3l BSIr  2IBUYM LPUNOS  ATIRIUSWUOITAD
ST AT3o0ex® Jeym aIng - SI2UURYD TRUOTIATPRII Yyl uybnoayl
POINQTIIASTIP IJT USAS ‘s3sdIew 2yl uo I2339q TI12s s3onpoad
puUNos ATTRIUSWUOITAUY [AIRIZUOD BYJ U0 - AJCIDIPRIIUOD 30U ST

JUSWUOITAUS TeBINJIRU INnO JO A3TTenb syi burtaoxdut Ag 3o3aew Syl
uo ssarjruniaoddo aIno pue 293J00 Ino Jo AarTenb sy3z saocadwt OL

‘uotaelueTd Syl uo ApesaTe Ing
‘dno =ay3 utr ATuoc 3o0ou - A3TTenb sya saoxdwt 031 ST Se3 SBY3l OS§

*JUSWUOITAUS TRINIRBU JNO U0 S3dDaJJje aaTiebsu Aue ar1qrssod
Se yUonw Se PTOoAR 03 Sk 2beSSawW 29yl POOISISPUN SeY SPeIl SYL

(SUTRYUD TI®ISI BT SYl JO SaI03s BY3 Ul
A1desyn pros s823300 . piepueds, IO utyl AKayaz op aeuym ‘,sdoys
-odg, JIO -\PTIOM-PITIUL. DOITED-0S UT saT3Tiuenb osatsusadxs
‘TTews utr ATuo 883300 burtdAng o3 pssn aae Asyl eouo ‘IO
(3T 031 pesn 186 I9A® USIPTIYD JITISOY3 TIIM USUYmM ’'SpToyssnoy ITay3l
UT 93JJ0D0 2ARY 03 30U UISOYD 9ARY AUl 20U0 puy - IA09T9s Asy3l
‘gsoyo A8yl ‘993J0D U0 PSXTII 3JOU A ASYL -~ SISBWOISND SNOTOSUOD
ATTRIUSWUOITAUS 3SOW 8Y3l oIv 8SsY3l PUY °SuoTiersusb isbunok suil
ut Arreroadss ‘bBurisdwoo ATbuoxis oae uUS38SUN IeJOS SSTISTIRA
UT S3UTIP 23J0S ‘°S°'N 29Ul UT S3TIT =2 03 pasn 3T Se sTgeyonojun
se aobuoT ou st adoang uTl sbeasasq B se 53JJ00 JO burtpueis oyL

‘ssauIsng saTiosdsax syl Jo aaning oyl
SOUTWISISP JISMSUR oaT3Dadsel oYyl puy - Jdwiel syl 03 I83I10dxs
2yl ‘xeijxodxs syl o031 as3xodwT 2SYyal I93I0dWT 23Uyl 03 I93SeO0I
3yl ‘X23SBOI BYl 021 ISTIR3ISI 3JY3l pPuk - SNSST STY1 U0 ISTIRISI
2y3 03 suorasenb syse JIswnsuod ay3j 'Arburseaxdul -uoriejuerd
sy3z uo xo0 dndo 2yl UuT 3T S - YITesy JI0U IJUSWUOITAUS 21309IJe
JoU S80p UYOTUM 3Jonpoxd UBSIO B JUBM ISWNSUOD SYJ pue mel 3YL

Azewuwng - ¢

"aTgeTIRAR
SIsmsSue oIk 2I9(U3 UrYl SuoT3iIsenb sSxIow Ss3STeI 3T - JUSWOW
92Uyl 2® - JT USAS 3no 13J92T S I0U PTNOYS =NSST STYI 2IT2F I Ing
‘suoTaejuetd pue swiej TI® Pue SeTIjunod TIe 031 a1geortdde
SUOT3INTOS ASES OU 2I 8I9Y3 ‘003 ’'SI3Yy eyl IeME TIeM wWe I



universities all over the world. And many traders are more than
willing to advise their suppliers on these issues. But the
problem is to bring together knowledge, people, and funds for
realization.

Within the framework of the 1994 International Coffee
Agreement, there . 1s strong commitment to sustainable
development and to the cooperation with the Common Fund for
Commodities. We chould very much appreciate the extension of
CFC projects to environmental subjects on the basis of a close
integration of and exchange among all interested parties, as
there are producers, exporters, importers, universities, state
agencies, and the ICO as the center and the turn-table. 1In
addition, the execution of local or regional projects by
national agencies should in our view always incorporate the
expertise of the coffee trade with their widespread knowledge
of market demand, including the various regulations and
expectations.

We have only borrowed this planet from our children. So we
have, altogether, a general responsibility for their future.
Let us also make sure that they can always live on and enjoy a
beautiful cup of coffee.







